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E R M O N. Ke. 


— 


HEBREWS vii. 25. 


1 - he is able alſo to ſave them to the 
' wttermoſt, that come unto God by him, 


ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
08 them. 


—  — —_— — — 


TP" HE firſt teachers of the goſpel par- 
th 5 ticularly aimed at pointing out the 


excellence of true religion, at promoting 
the happineſs of mankind, and at diſplaying 
the glories of the great Redeemer. This is 
no where more diſcernible than in the 
writings of the apoſtle Paul, eſpecially in 
the epiſtle which he addreſſed to the He- 
brew converts. Theſe perſons had been 
members of the jewiſh church ; and, even 
after their converſion to chriſtianity, they 

A 8 poſſeſſed 


4 Ability of Jeſus Chrift 
poſſeſſed a ſtrong attachment to the cere- 
monial law. From that attachment St: 
Paul endeavoured to wean them, by ar- 
guments drawn from. the nature of the 
chriſtian diſpenſation, and from it's ſupe- 
rior excellence and worth. 

Long before chriſtianity was introduced 
into the world, God had revealed his de- 
termination to ſet aſide both the jewiſh 
prieſthood and the law. St. Paul declares 
that it was neceſſary that they ſhould be 
annulled, becauſe of their imperfection. 
There is, faith he, * a diſannullin g of the 
commandment going before, for the weak- 
neſs and unprofitableneſs thereof : for the 
law made nothing perfect; but the bring- 
ing in of a better hope did. It was not 
poſſible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
ſhould take away ſin. The whole of the 
moſaical economy was typical, and had re- 
ference to a nobler and more perfect diſ- 
penſation. Even the prieſthood, with all 
the glory which hung around it, was im- 
perfect. The prieſtly office was executed 
by men who themſelves, being ſinners, and 


„ver. 18, 19. 


being 
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being laden with infirmities, and ſubject 
to death, ſtood in need of pardon. It 
was neceſſary therefore that another prieſt 
ſhould be raiſed up: and, according to our 
apoſtle, that prieſt was Jeſus Chriſt. The 
bleſſed Redeemer was ſuperior to the houſe 
of Aaron, both in the ſpotleſs dignity of 
his perſon, and in the vigour and efficacy 
of his adminiſtration. They truly were 
many prieſts, becauſe they were not ſuffered 
ta continue, by reaſon of death; but this 
man, : becauſe he continueth ever, hath an 
unchangeable prieſthood. * He ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for ſinful men. His 
perſon 1s glorious, and his ſacrifice is com- 
plete, inaſmuch as by one offering he hath 
obtained eternal redemption for his people. 
From theſe premiſes the apoſtle very natu- 
rally and juſtly concludes that Jeſus Chriſt 
is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt who 
come unto God by him. For he who poſ- 
ſeſſes glory and immortality, and who is 

able to make, or rather who has made an 
adequate ſacrifice for fin, muſt be equally 
able to accompliſh the purpoſe for which 


. ver. 23 24. 


that 
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that Gacrifice was made, that is, 1 fal- 
vation of men. 

In my text the facred writer diſtotitſes 
on the docttme of ſalvation. It is no mean 
filyation to which he refers. It is not à de- 
liverance from only the mere common, or 
even the extraordinary calamities of human 
life. Were I commiſſioned to proclaim a free 
pardon to ſuch of you as have by your 
crimes expoſed yourſelves to puniſhment : . 
had J authority to break off your galling 
fetters, to ſet open the priſon doors, and to 
reſtore you to liberty, how would your 
aching hearts Jeap within you for joy! But 
I ſtand here as the meſſenger of God to 
proclaim to you a better, a nobler ſalvation, 
a ſalvation, in compariſon with which, de- 
liverance from earthly dungeons and gibbets 
is a mere trifle. I ſpeak' now of the eternal 
ſalvation of your ſouls from fin, and from 
the juſt indignation of the gfeat and _ 
God. ; 

When che Divine Being eva our firſ 
parents, he made a covenant with them, 
which is called the covenant of works, 
and gave them a law to be the rule of their 

obedience. 


. 
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obedience to him. That law was then im- 
printed on their hearts, and is now con- 
tained in the ten commandments. It re- 
quires of men the moſt pure and diüh- G 
tereſted love to God, and a perpetual regard 7 
to his glory. And with reſpect to our fel- 
low creatures, it not only forbids us to do 
them any injury; but abſolutely commands 
us to be as active in promoting their hap- 
pineſs as in promoting our own. The 
whole law is ſummed up by our Saviour in 
theſe words: Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy, God, with all thy heart, and with 
all. thy foul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſtrength; and, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. This obe- 
dience was to be unwearied and perpetual, 
and in that caſe would have obtained the 
reward of eternal life. The language of 
the covenant of works is, This do, and 
thou ſhalt live. But on the other hand 
that covenant denounces a ſentence of aw- 
ful condemnation. againſt the guilty. It 
faith, Curſed is every. one who continu- 
eth not in all things which are written in 


* Mark xii. 30, 31. + Gal. w. 10. ,, 
the 
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the book of the law to do them, It makes 
no allowance for our defects; nor hath: it 
made any proviſion for mercy to the diſo- 
bedient. It's conſtant and uniform lan- 
guage is, Obey, and thou ſhalt live: Tranſ- 
greſs, and thou ſhalt die. So that as ſoon as 
ever man became a tranſgreſſor, the door of 
falvation by the covenant of works was 
eternally ſhut againſt him, and all his legal 
hopes were effectually cut fl. 
It needs no arguments to prove that we 

are ſinners. We need only look into our 

ovyn breaſts, and we ſhall find the melan- 
choly truth written there in the moſt legi- 
ble characters. We were ſhapen'in iniqui- 

ty, and conceived in ſin.“ Our thoughts 
are polluted, our affections are corrupt, 
our wills are perverſe, our ſouls and bo- 
dies with all their powers, are totally de- 
praved. It is true, wWe have not all pro- 
ceeded to the ſame lengths of vice and im- 
morality, to which ſome in this place have 
run. But the beſt of us have no cauſe in 
ourſelves for boaſting. We have not been 
expoſed to the ſame temptations as they 

* Pſalm, li. 5. 
W | 5 have 
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baveg and we have been kept by the re- 

ſtraining power and goodneſs of God, or 
elſe their fate would have been ours. We 
are all by nature eſtranged from God. The 
prophet's deſcription of the heart of man 
is univerſally true. He ſays, The heart 
is deceitful above all things and deſperately 
wicked; who can know it? As ſinners, 
we are all under the ſentence of condemna- 
tion before God. And however thought- 
leſs men may be, yet, while they continue 
ſtrangers to the hope of the goſpel; they 
are every moment ſtanding on the brink of 
endleſs ruin. The law pronounces every 
ſinner accurſed; and it is ſovereign com- 
paſſion alone which _ the execution 
of the ſentence. 

But the bleſſed Jefus hath nadie to 
— his diſciples from the fiery bolts of 
vengeance. It is faid in the ſcripture, 
+that he hath redeemed them from the 
cutſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
them. He faw the human race periſhing 
in ſin, and he voluntarily bore their puniſh- 
ment in his own body Upon the croſs. 


# Jer, xvü. 9. + Gal. ut. 13. 4 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
B Les 3 
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Yes ; he left the bright manſions of. glory, 


and came into this miſerable world, on 
purpoſe that he might ſuffer the dreadful 
curſe of God for ſuch guilty worms as we.. 
He ſuffered that ſinners might be ſaved: 
he bled and died that we might live for 
ever. | 
Another part of the chriſtian ſalvation, 
and which is cloſely allied to what has now 
been mentioned, is a perfect acquittal from 
every charge of guilt. The falvation of 
ſinners is not, as it is frequently ſuppoſed 
to be, the reſult of an arbitrary diſplay of 
mere mercy. In the ſtupendous ſyſtem of 
redemption, Mercy lays no reſtraint upon 
the operations of Supreme Juſtice ; but ad- 
mits her claims, and fully fatisfies every 
demand. Grace appears, not in pardon- 
ing and faving the finner without any re- 
card to the claims of juſtice, but in mak- 
ing proviſion for the full ſatisfaction of 
thoſe claims. As the ſolemn penalties 
which we have incurred by our violation 
of the law of God are' inflicted, not upon - 
the perſon of the penitent ſinner, but upon 
the perſon of the Redeemer, ſo alſo the 
obedience of Jeſus Chriſt to that law 1s 
counted 
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counted for righteouſneſs to every ſincere 
believer. In this ſenſe it is written in the 
ſcripture, By the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous. The law be- 
{tows it's rewards, only on the expreſs con- 
dition of perfect righteouſneſs. But Jeſus 
Chriſt hath wrought out for us an everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, in which if we are clothed, 
we ſhall ſtand in the court of heaven fully 
juſtified from every poſſible imputation of 
guilt. The whole ſociety of true chriſ- 
tians will in the day of trial appear to be 
A glorious church, not having ſpot, or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 

But, that this falvation may be complete, 
the bleſſed Redeemer propoſes likewiſe to 
deliver us from the dominion of fin. There 
is in every human breaſt a native propenſi- 
ty to what is evil. And it is evident to all 
who indulge any degree of ſerious reflec- 
tion, that this propenſity, unleſs reſtrained 
by the power of God, invariably leads men 
to thoſe purſuits which are incompatible 
with the dictates both of ſound reaſon and 
of true religion. Such indeed is its ſtrength, 


* Rom. v. 19. + Eph. v. 27. 
B 2 that 
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that while we continue unregenerate, it 
bears an abſolute ſway over our hearts and 
our conduct. But the apoſtle St. Paul 
faith to ſuch as truly fear God, *Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over you, for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. Freedom 
from fin is eſſentially neceſſary to our hap- 
pineſs. Were it poflible that the ſinner, 
whoſe heart has never been renewed by the 
Spirit of God, could enter into heaven, he 
would find there no pleaſure. The plea- 
ſures of heaven are the pleaſures of holineſs, 
and conſequently are not ſuited to the vi- 
tiated taſte of an unregenerate man. The 
diſciples of Chriſt. therefore are gradually 
freed from the miſerable ſervice of fin. 
They are enabled by the gracious influence 
of the Holy Spirit to hate it, and to forſake 
and renounce it, and are reſtored to that 
image or reſemblance - of the Divine Being 
which, to uſe the beautiful and, expreſſive 
language of inſpiration, conſiſts in know- 
ledge, and rignteouſneſs, and true holineſs. 
It cannot indeed be reaſonably expected, 
that, during our continuance in this world, 
„Rom. vi. 14. + Col. 1ii. 10, & Eph. iv. 24. 

we 
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we ſhould entirely ſhake off all our ſinful 
habits, and become perfectly innocent and 
pure. I know that There is not a juſt 
man upon earth that doeth good, and fin- 
neth not. Yet ſin, though it exiſts, can- 
not reign in the heart of a good man. It 
may and will ſtrive for the maſtery, and in 
ſome unhappy moments of temptation it 
may awfully prevail : but grace will humble 
as on account of our ſins, will make us 
»ray earneſtly for ſtrength, and will at laſt 
ding us off more than conquerors. 

It is worthy of notice, that the ſalva- 
tion of which I ſpeak, is to endure for 
ever. The prophet faith, Iſrael ſhall be 
faved in the Lord, with an everlaſting fal- 
vation. And he whoſe faithfulneſs to his 
word is inviolable, hath declared that the 
giveth to his ſheep eternal life, "that they 
ſhall never periſh, and that no one ſhall 
pluck them out of his hand. Were any of 
you, whoſe crimes have expofed you to the 
vengeance of your country, to receive a free 
pardon, you might probably ſoon offend 
again, and again be ſoow= brought here to 


Eccles. vii. 20, + Iſa. xlv. 17. f John x. 28. 
ſuffer 
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ſuffer. But the merciful Saviour takes the 
poor penitent ſinner to heaven, and places 
him in a ſituation, where he ſhall never fin, 
and where he ſhall never more come into 
condemnation. 

This falvation is provided for all who 
come unto God by Jeſus Chriſt. It 1s 
impoſſible that we ſhould be reſtored to 
complete happineſs, till we apply to him 
from whom all true happineſs is derived. 
While we continue to wander from God, 
we continue to be wretched. Not one of 
all the worldly pleaſures which we have 
purſued, not one of all the ſins which we 
have ever committed, can yield us the- 
{malleſt degree of ſolid peace. Yea, I appeal 
to yourſelves, whether ſin hath not at times 
filled you with diſmay. Let your own feel- 
ings then teach you that none but God can 
fill the ſoul with true peace. We are exhort- 
ed and encouraged by the ſacred writers to 
draw near to the mercy ſeat, with all humility 
of mind. Pardon and ſalvation are indeed 
offered by the Father of mercies, and pro- 
miſed to finners ; but not indiſcriminately 
to all finners. They are promiſed to ſuch 

| only 
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only as truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
lieve the holy goſpel. Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to call ſinful men, not only 
to the enjoyment of pardon, but alſo to the 
exerciſe of true repentance, and faith, and 
holy obedience. In order that the prodigal 
ſon might receive the bleſſing of paternal 
forgiveneſs, it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
forſake his deſtructive courſes, and return 
to his father. So the deſign of God in the 
gift of his ſon is, not to fave us in our fins ; 
but to ſave us from * them. 

But it is neceſſary to obſerve, that they 
who come unto God, muſt come by Jeſus 
Chriſt,” as otherwiſe they cannot have any 
warrantable hope of ſalvation. We are in- 
{tructed to believe that + There is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus; and that without 
his mediation we cannot be reſtored to the 
divine favour. In my text alſo, the ability 
of the Son of God to fave ſinners, is limited 
to ſuch as come unto God by him. The 
meaning of this expreſſion is, that all who 
are redeemed and faved, do abſolutely and 

Matt. i. 21. + 1 Tim. ii. 5. 


entirely 
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entirely depend upon the obedience and 
death of the bleſſed Saviour, for their ac- 
ceptance with God. If we lay our repent- 
ance, or prayers, or tears, or any thing elſe 
which we can do, as the foundation of our 
hope, we reje& the atonement of Chriſt. 
And, if we reject his atonement, There re- 
maineth, faith the ſcripture, *no more ſa- 
erifice for fin, but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation, 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries. As 


long as we ſtrive in our on ſtrength to 


produce in ourſelves the habits of repent- 


ance and godlineſs, we ſhall ſtrive in vain. 


It is therefore our buſineſs to come to the 


footſtool of ſovereign mercy as poor guilty 
helpleſs ſinners, looking for pardon through 


the blood of Jeſus, and relying upon the 


almighty power of Chriſt, to produce in 
us true repentance, and love, and hope, 
and all thoſe gracious habits which are re- 
quiſite to our entering into the kingdom of 
God. 

To all them who thus humbly and truly 
come unto God by him, the glorious Re- 


* Heb. x. 26, 27. 
deemer 
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deemer hath ability to extend his falvation, 
even to the uttermoſt. There is no rank 
nor condition in life, no age nor ſex, nor 
country, nor kindred, which he is not able 
to redeem. This part of my ſubject de- 
ſerves and demands ſome degree of illuſtra- 
tion. | | | 

There is nothing in the external- condi- 
tion or rank of the true penitent, which 
can poſſibly hinder his ſalvation. If we 
form a juſt eſtimate of the various ſpheres 
of life in which our fellow creatures move, 
we muſt be convinced that in every diffe- 
rent ſituation, there is ſomething which 
oppoſes itſelf to our welfare. Concerning 
the more elevated walks of human life, our 
bleſſed Saviour hath ſaid, *that it is more 
eaſy for a camel to paſs through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. But the inferior 
conditions of life alſo have their ref pective 
temptations. Place the righteous man in 
what condition you will, yet there is a 
ſenſe in which it may be ſaid concerning 
him, in the language of St. Peter, that 


* Matt. xix. 24. + 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
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he is ſcarcely ſaved; or in other words, 
that it is through much ſpiritual oppoſition 
and difficulty that he is led to the kingdom 
of glory. The difficulties of the chriſtian 
life however, give us more exalted ideas of 
the ability of the great Redeemer, and ſerve 


to convince us that he is full of grace 
and truth. He is able to counteract all 


the ſnares and the deceitfulneſs of wealth; 
and alſo to guard his ſervants againſt all the 


temptations which are attendant on poverty 


and diſtreſs, As a proof of this, it is 


recorded that powerful monarchs have 


gloried in their dependance upon him; and 
we have read that he numbered amongſt his 
favourites the man, who while on earth, 
would have been glad to obtain the very 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's ta- 
ble. The poverty therefore, nay, even the 


infamy under which ſome of you labour, 


ought not to prevent nor diſcourage your 
applications to God for the falvation of 
your precious ſouls. | 
It may. likewiſe with propriety be faid, 
that the greatneſs of your ſins cannot prevent 
the operations of divine mercy. But let 


me 
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me not be miſunderſtood. I do not mean 
that a man may, or ought to aſſure himſelf 
of an intereſt in the mercy of God, while 
he continues to walk in the ways of fin. 
Whatever hope ſuch perſons may profeſs 
to have, they do but deceive their own 
fouls. He who is brought to true evange- 
lical repentance, ſees his depravity and vile- 
neſs, and ſtands ſelf convicted, and ſelf 
condemned. Thus ſituated, he looks upon 
himſelf as the very chief of finners. He 
wiſhes indeed to approach the mercy ſeat, 
but in the firſt moments of conviction he 
trembles left his fins ſhould prove too great 
to be forgiven. To the ſinner who is in 
ſuch a condition of painful ſuſpenſe, the 
God of mercy hath ſaid, *Come now, 
and let us reaſon together: though your 
' fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, 
they ſhall be as wool. Notwithſtanding 
our ſins may be great, and. more in number 
than. the hairs on our heads, or even than 


the ſtars of heaven; yet, where fin hath 


„IIa. i. 18. + Rom. v. 20. 


44S B abounded, 
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abounded, grace hath much more abound- 
ed. | 

Neither are the various aggravations of 
fin any bar to the mercy of the Son of 
God. We will ſuppoſe the ſinner to have 
ſhaken off the reſtraint of a pious educa- 
tion. We will imagine him to have viola- 
ted the dictates of his conſcience, and wil- 
fully to have ſhut his eyes againſt the light 
of divine truth. Further, we will ſuppoſe 
him to have enjoyed the benefit of the 
chriſtian miniſtry, and to have hardened 
himſelf againſt every impreſſion which that 
miniſtry is calculated to make upon the hu- 
man heart. Nay,. we will even ſuppoſe 
him to have proceeded fo far in a courſe of 
wickedneſs, as to have brought himſelf in 
this world to condign puniſhment. When 
theſe circumſtances of aggravation attend 
the commiſſion of fin, they make it awful 
indeed! Yet the ſinner, if he really feels 
his miſery and want, need not deſpair. 
When the Divine Being reminded the Jews | 
of their complicated crimes, crimes which 
were aggravated beyond meaſure, and when 
one might have expected an immediate de- 
| nunciation 


to ſave Sinners. 21 


nunciation of vengeance, O unbounded 
compaſſion ! he faid, *I, even I am he that 
blotteth out thy tranſgreflions for mine 
own ſake, and will not remember thy fins. 
Such declarations of ſupreme mercy, while 
they encourage genuine repentance, cannot 
fail to deſtroy every deſponding fear which 
riſes in the chriſtian breaſt. . 

To theſe reflections I will add, that 
there is nothing in the juſtice and purity of 
God to prevent the falvation of the peni- 
tent ſinner. Amongſt men, an act of mer- 
cy to offenders againſt the laws would, in 
many caſes, be an a& of cruelty to the 
world at large. But in the divine govern- 
ment the caſe is widely different. It is 
true that the glorious Jehovah is of + purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity; and it is 
equally true, that, according to the max- 
ims of impartial juſtice, it becomes the So- 
vereign of the univerſe actually to inflict 
the puniſhment which is due to every tranſ- 
greſſion. Yet we are informed by the 
pious pſalmiſt, that in the ceconomy of 
man's redemption, ꝓ mercy and truth are 


* Ifa. xlui. 25. + Hab. i. 13. f Plalm, Ixxxv. 10. 
met 
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met together, , righteouſneſs and peace have 
embraced each other. The everlaſting ſal- 
vation of finners is entirely compatible with 
that law, which is the moſt lively picture 
of divine purity and juſtice. The law is 
even magnified *and made honourable, by 
the ſubſtitution of the adorable Redeemer 
in the place of guilty men. He hath 
completely atoned for their offences, which 
they never could have done; and hath in 
their behalf rendered ſuch an obedience 
to the law of God as gives them an un- 
queſtionable title to all the felicities of the 
heavenly ſtate. It is written, that if we 
confeſs our ſins, he is faithful and juſt, not 
merely merciful, but faithful and juſt, to 
forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs. Holineſs and juſtice 
now concur with ſovereign mercy in the re- 
demption of ſinners. The bleſſed Saviour 
can be juſt, and yet the juſtifier of all, 
however unworthy they may be in them- 
ſelves, who commit their cauſe to his 


hands. 


® Ha. 42, 21. John, 3 9. 
; Finally, 
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Finally, if there be any other difficulties 
or temptations which excite our fears, they 
ſhall not prevail: for the great Captain of 
our ſalvation will fight for us and with us, 
till our warfare ſhall be ended, and our 
victory and our joy ſhall be complete. 
While we continue in this ſinful world, 
we find, by experience, that many ſnares are 
ſpread for our feet, that the fiery darts of 
Satan are frequently levelled at us, and 
that many things hinder us in our progreſs 
towards the kingdom of glory. But he 
who hath ſaid, * My grace is ſufficient for 
| thee, is alſo able to make his declarations of 
mercy good. If we are brought to the 
true knowledge of Chriſt, we may confi- 
dently ſay, Stronger is he that is for us 
than all they who can be againſt us. He 
can defeat the malice of the Prince of dark- 
neſs, and can make his own ſtrength per- 
fect in our weakneſs. In a word, he can 
keep us by his mighty power, through 
faith, unto falvation. 

Perhaps ſome poor wretch in this con- 


gregation may be ready with a throbbing _ 


* Cor. 12, 9. 
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heart to ſay, Is there any hope? Can there 
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be any mercy for me? Ves, my fellow fin- 
ner, if your heart be properly, humbled 


and broken on account of fin, and if you 


are carneſtly longing for pardon and deli- 


verance, there is mercy in ſtore even for 


you.. The compaſſionate Jeſus pitied and 
ſaved the poor penitent thief, when expir- 
ing on the croſs. And his arm is not 
ſhortened, that it cannot ſave, nor his 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear. He is able 
to fave to the very uttermoſt. He eyer 
liveth to make interceſſion for the wretched 
and guilty. The ſeventeenth chapter of St. 
John's Goſpel will ſhewy you at large for 
what and for whom he intercedes in hea- 
ven. He pleads before the throne of God, 
that his bleſſed word may become inſtru- 
mental in bringing fallen ſinners into ai{tate 
of the moſt intimate | union with God. 
Happy, thrice happy is that foul for whom 
Chriſt prays! And he prays for all Who 
come unto God by him. Let us then, if 
we feel our need of him to ſave us from 


endleſs ruin, take encouragement to make 


„i. 
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him 
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him the object of our truſt. He hath 
opened a fountain for ſin and uncleanneſs; 
and he faith to the vileſt of ſinners, Waſh; 


and be clean. Ye who are laden with 
guilt, let not your finfulneſs and unwor- 


thineſs keep you back. Fall proſtrate be- 
fore his footſtool, and ſay, Save Lord, or 


we periſh{ If thou wilt, thou canſt make 


us clean. If ſuch language as this aſcend 
from the heart, we ſhall ſoon know by 
happy experience, that he can fave us from 
{in, and exalt us to glory. 

 T cannot however perſuade myſelf that 
this diſcourſe will have its proper weight 


with you all. I fear leſt ſome of you ſhould 
be found to deſpiſe that glorious falvation, 


which 1 have now preached. - Perhaps, 
miſerable as you are, you think that a cloſe 
attention to religion is not needful, till the 
very laſt moments of life. But probably, 
filled with confuſion and difmay, you may 
not then have it in your power to offer up 


from the heart ſo much as one petition for 


mercy. Conſider I beſeech you, that if 


you live and die without coming to God, 


and without the poſſeſſion, of true humi- 
D ations 
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liation, and repentance, and faith, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf will not be able to fave you. 
It will then in the very nature of things, 
be impoſlible for you to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. O then, refle& upon your 


need of the Almighty Saviour! Seek him 


while he may be fouhd : and call-upon him 


"while he is near. But if after all that can | 


be faid, you be ſtill indiſpoſed to attend to 
the voice of ſovereign mercy, remember 
that he who is able to fave, is alſo able to 
deſtroy. If we now turn a deaf ear to the 
word of ſalvation, in vain ſhall we hereafter 
ſue for admiſſion to the joys of the bleſſed : 
for the Saviour himſelf will be clothed in 
frowns and in terror, and will fay to the 
wicked, Depart from me ye curſed, for I 
know you not. 
But what ſhall J more e particularly 49 to 
you, whom the laws have, on account of 
your crimes, doomed to an ignominious 
death? Was it not with fear and tremb- 
ling that you lately paſſed through the 


ſolemn proceſs of trial and conviction ? 


Suffer me to remind you that ſhortly, very 
ſhortly, your diſpoſitions and your conduct 
& +4 <a & | vs muſt 


* 
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muſt undergo a ſeverer ſcrutiny, a more 
ſolemn inveſtigation. Within three days 
you muſt appear before the awful Judge of 
quick and dead. Should you at his bar be 
convicted, how truly dreadful will be your 
eternal portion Two * of you have known 
more of the ſcriptures, and. have made a 


a ſtricter profeſſion of religion than many. 
By your crimes you haye expoſed to con- 


tempt that goſpel, which is the only ſure 


foundation of a ſinners hope. You haye 
brought that reproach upon religion, which 


a long life of contrition and penitence 


would not be able to blot out. You have 
as it were crucified the Son of God afreſh, 


and put him to an open ſhame. O, whither 
will you fly for refuge? Ye trembling dying 
ſinners, burthened with guilt, and ſunk to 
wretchedneſs and ſcorn, Jeſus intercedes for 
ſuch as you. His heart is full of compaſ- 
fion. He fays, Father, forgive them. O 
that you may experimentally find that this 
Jeſus is your Saviour, your Friend ; and 

that he will be your portion for ever! 
Ye who are occaſionally preſent here 
this Day, permit me to tell you that the 
ſame 

Mr. Fonton and Mr. Tyler. ä 
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fame Jeſus whom I preach to convicted cri- 
minals muſt, if ever you would be truly 


happy, be the only ſource of your hopes. 


There are crimes which no human laws 


can reach, and of which we all are naturally 


guilty. In a ſhort time we muſt every one 


of us appear before God. If you know 
not the ſalvation of Chriſt, may God grant 


you now to feel it's power in your hearts 
If you know the grace of God in truth, 


bleſs God for it, and ſay, Not unto us, O 


Lord! not unto us, but unto thy Name be 
the Glory. Improve your intereſt at the 


throne of grace in behalf of theſe poor ſuf- 


ferers. Their time is ſhort, but not too 


ſhort for God to do great things in their 
favour. May God help them to pray for 


themſelves. May he help us all to pray 
for them! May he reveal his love to their 
ſouls, and cauſe the weighty ſufferings 
which they endure on earth, to work out 
for them a far more exceedin 5 and eternal 


N weight of glory i in heaven! 
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T is not the defign of this appendix to 
extenuate the crimes of the late un- 
happy Mr. Fonton. His offences were 
ſuch as every good man muſt reprobate, and 


ſuch as every good government cannot but 


mark with exemplary puniſhment. But 


as the public have been impoſed upon by 


fallacious accounts of his feelings and his 
conduct, it is judged expedient to unde- 
ceive them. 1 = 
Francis Fonton, the ſubject of theſe me- 
moirs, was the ſon of Mr. Henry Fonton, 


a native of Niſmes in France, who being 


a proteſtant, ſought in England, in the 
early part of his life, an aſylum from the 
terrors of papal perſecution. Mr. Henry 
Fonton held for many years a comfortable 
appointment in the Aſſurance Office in 


Birchin-Lane, London. In that office he 


% 
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was well reſpected; and when, through 
age and infirmity, he became incapable of 
performing the duties of his ſtation, he 
was allowed à decent annuity. His ſon 
Francis received his education at a day- 
ſchool ſomewhere in 8 pital-fields, and at 
the uſual age was placed out as an appren- 
tice with a chaſer, in the nei ighbourhood 
of Long-Acre. 
Being now. removed from ite the eye 
of his parents, he ſoon began to diſcover 
232 contempt of ſacred things. 
But in the year 1750, going one Thurſday 
evening into Long-Aere chapel, he was 
_ forcibly ſtruck with that ſentence in the 
beginning of the Liturgy, If we ſay that 
we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 
the truth is not in us. This happened to 
be the text from which the miniſter preach-, 
ed. The ſervice being ended, he went 
home thoughtful and concerned about his 
everlaſting ſtate. And, with the permiſ- 
ſion of his maſter, he afterwards regularly 
attended the worſhip of God in that chapel. 
When the time of his apprenticeſhip. 
was expired, he went to live with his pa- 
rents 
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rents, whoſe! reſidence was then in Moor- 


fields. Being inclined to the diſſenting 
mode of religious worſhip, he frequently 
attended the miniſtry of the late Rev. Mr. 
Hitchin, in White's Row, Spital- fields, 
and other reſpectable nonconformiſt mini- 


ſters. After ſome time he joined himſelf 
to the congregation which then met in 
Cannon- ſtreet, but which has of late Years. 


met in Barbican. In this ſociety he was 
appointed a deacon, 1. e. an officer whoſe 


buſineſs is in many reſpects ſimilar to that 


of a church-warden; and though he had 
a mean opinion of his abilities, yet he ac- 
quitted himſelf in that office in ſuch a 
manner as gave general ſatis faction. His 


connection with this congregation laſted 


more than twenty years: but when they 
came to the knowledge of his offences, he 


Was excluded. 


Differences. ; inthe Fs of * will 
prevail, and peculiarities of ſentiment. and 


of expreſſion will attach themſelves not only 
to, parties, but to individuals: but the 
eſſence of chriſtianity is preciſely the ſame 
amongſt good men of every denomination. 
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The general ſtrain of the preaching of thoſe 


miniſters whom Mr. F. was accuſtomed to 
hear, is too well known in the religious 
world to need any comment. Their doc- 
trines are not the doctrines of licentiouſneſs, 
but of piety to God, and juſtice and bene- 
volence to men. His crimes therefore can- 
not be reaſonably attributed to the influence 
of their preaching. To this truth he bore 
his dying teſtimony. He ſaid that it was 
not the religion which he profefled, but 
the want of it's real influence, which was 
the more remote occaſion of his fall. 

Mr. F. followed his buſineſs with dili- 
gence and chearfulneſs for ſome years. But 
the changes which took place in the public 
taſte and faſhion having rendered it unpro- 
fitable, he quitted it, and obtained an ap- 
pointment in the Bank of England. This 
was about the year 1772, His abilities, 
though not of the firſt magnitude, were 
fuited to his ſtation. * And his punctuality 
and good conduct acquired for him general 


confidence and eſteem. He had now at- 


tained the zenith of his life. In his cir- 
eumſtances he was eaſy ; in his family he 
was 
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was truly happy; in company he was plea- 


ſant; and though not forward in converſing 
on religious ſubjects, yet in the circle of 
his more ſerious acquaintance he was much 
beloved. But circumſtances of eaſe and 
* pleaſure are not always the moſt favourable 
to the growth of real - piety. It was in 
theſe circumſtances that Mr. F. began to 
grow formal in his religious profeſſion, and 
careleſs about the enjoyment of the true 
ſpirit and power of godlineſs in the heart. 
Trifling as this may appear to ſome, it was 
the firſt inlet to all his crimes and his ſuf- 
ferings. The Apoſtle's caution, Let him 
that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 
fall, will ſtrike every ſerious mind on this 
occaſion, as being founded in a thorough 
knowledge of human nature. 

It had been a cuſtomary thing with Mr. 
F's friends, at different times, to leave 
ſums of money in his hands, that he might 
purchaſe ſtock for them. And he had 
often tranſacted this kind of buſineſs with 
the ſtricteſt integrity. In the year 1780, 
he received a conſiderable ſum to purchaſe 
ſtock in the three per cents. againſt a fixed 


E 2 time, 
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time, which was then at ſome little diſ- 


tance. Knowing that this money would 
not be immediately wanted, and having had 


ſome heavy loſſes, he determined to employ 
it ſo as, if poſſible, to retrieve thoſe loſſes. 
The lottery preſented itſelf as a promiſing 
object of attention. He laid out a large 
ſum in the purchaſe of tickets, and loſt it. 
How to extricat2 himſelf he could not tell. 
He was afraid to inform his friends of his 


ſituation, leſt it ſhould come to the ears of 


the directors of the bank, and ſo be the 
means of depriving him of his office. He 
therefore ventured upon a ſecond - offence. 
He ſtill entertained hopes of gaining by 
the lottery, but they proved abortive. Not 
being able to purchaſe the ſtock which his 
friends had commiſſioned him to buy, he 


perſuaded them to let their cath lie in his 
hands, aſſuring them that by attending to 


the fluctuations of the market, he could make 
it more productive to them than it other- 
wiſe would be. Their conſent was eaſily 
obtained; but it involved him in freſh diffi- 


culties. He now had, in order to prevent 


any enquiries from theſe perſons concerning 


their 
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their property, to pay them a very exorbi- 


tant intereſt. In this manner he was led 
on from ſtep to ſtep, till he had committed 
frauds and forgeries to the amount of near 
£8000. And between his attention to the 


lottery, and the payment of large ſums for 


intereſt, he ſunk the whole amount, without 
making any proviſion whatever for his fa- 
mily. His object indeed was not to accu- 


mulate property, but to extricate himſelf 


from a labyrinth of difficulties. In all theſe 
fraudulent and criminal tranſactions he was 
without an accomplice. He declared to 
his very lateſt moments that not an indivi- 
dual upon earth but himſelf, had been 
privy to any of his crimes. One would 
ſcarcely imagine that a man whoſe mind 
was not naturally formed for ſcheming, 
could have proceeded in ſuch a courſe, for 
ſo long a time, without detection, as he 
did. But the great enemy of mankind rea- 
dily leads men into his ſnares, till he thinks 
their recovery impoſſible, and then leaves 
them to deplore their melancholy fate in 
| bitterneſs and tears. 


During the whole of this period, Mr. F. 
abated 
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abated nothing of his attendance upon the 
worſhip of God. The office which he 
held in the congregation in ſome meaſure 
obliged him to punctuality in the diſcharge 


of religious duties. But his mind was in a. 


deplorable ſtate. He regularly attended the 
celebration of the Lord's ſupper : but, con- 


ſcious to himſelf that his conduct was in- 
conſiſtent with the ſpirit of chriſtianity, he 


partook of the bread and wine in appearance 
only. He found the ways of ſin thorny 
and rugged. He had many an inward con- 
flict, many a moment of pain. But in 


reading this gloomy part of his narrative, 
the chriſtian will not find it an unpleaſing 
reflection, that the ordinances of religious 
worſhip have a tendency to diſturb the con- 
ſcience which is polluted with guilt. 

The fact which led to the full diſcovery 
of all Mr. F's crimes was this. In the be- 
ginning of July, in the preſent year, 1790, a 
man came to him to transfer ſome ſtock in the 
name of Baker. Whoever the man was, he 
figned the transfer book, and Mr. F. figned 
his name as a witneſs. It ſhortly after 
appeared that the real Mr. Baker died a day 

or 
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or two previous to the making of this 
transfer. Mr. F. was then examined be- 
fore the directors, concerning the part 
which he took in the tranſaction. He 
aſſerted his own innocence, and declared 
that he thought it had been Mr. B. him- 
felf who transferred the ſtock. It has been 
ſaid indeed that Mr. B, was much deform- 


ed, and that as Mr. F. had repeatedly 


tranſacted buſineſs with him before, it was 
ſcarcely poſſible for him to miſtake the 
perſon. But his own account of the mat- 
ter is this; That previous to this tranſ- 


action, he had not ſeen Mr. B. more than 


once in the courſe of two years; that the 
perſon who came to make the transfer 
greatly reſembled Mr. B. in appearance; 
that when the transfer was made he was 
much hurried in his official buſineſs; that 


having to provide for the immediate pay- 


ment of intereſt to thoſe perſons whoſe pro- 
perty he had embe z zled, his mind was in 

ſuch a ſtate of perturbation as to prevent 
him from taking that particular notice 
of the man, whoſe ſignature he witneſſed, 


which he ought to have done: and that he 
really 


— 


really thought at the time that this man 
was Mr. B. himſelf. He aſſerted his in- 
nocence in this affair twice on the morn- 
ing of execution; firſt in the veſtry- room 
of the chapel, and afterwards in the yard 


where his irons were knocked off. This 


laſt time he ſaid to a friend, who cloſely 


but affectionately queſtioned him on the 
ſubject, I have confeſſed things, of which 
the directors of the Bank knew nothing; 
and I can be under no temptation to con- 
ceal my guilt in this inſtance ; but I am 
innocent : I was really deceived in the man, 
The whole ſtatement of this affair carries. 
with it a degree of conviction, that in this 
one inſtance he was not guilty. 
Having proteſted his innocence in the 
matter it was incumbent on him to endea- 
vour to clear it up. Accordingly on Fri- 
day, July zoth, he went down to Seven- 


oaks in Kent, to try whether he could 
gain any intelligence of the perſon, by 


whom he had been duped. His endea-. 
vours were in vain. He cculd now have 
no doubt that his offences would be diſ- 
covered ; and therefore he went to Dover, 

with 
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with a full determination to throw himſelf 
off from one of the cliffs into the ſea. 
When he came to the ſpot, and was juſt 
on the point of perpetrating the horrid 
deed, it occurred to his mind, What is 
this diſtreſs which I feel, when compared 


with the torments of hell, into which I am 


going to plunge myſelf? This thought 
ſtruck his mind ſo forcibly as to prevent 
him from accompliſhing his purpoſe. He 
therefore ſet out the next morning on his 
return home. He proceeded as far as 
Shooter's-Hill ; but his mind being in ex- 
treme torture, and his body quite diſor- 
dered, he was obliged to ſtop there ſome 
time. However, the fame evening, which 


was Monday, Auguſt the 2d, he went to- 


wards Deptford. As he was crofling Black- 
heath, he was robbed of all the little pro- 
perty he had about him, except two Shil- 
lings and a few halfpence. - About ten 


o' clock that night he reached the Foun- 


tain near Deptford-Bridge. Here he lodg- 
ed, and was ſo much indiſpoſed, that he 


did not quit his bed. till the evening of the 


next day, when he returned to town. 
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It is probable that the directors of the 
Bank had ſome intelligence of his rout, as 
they had perſons in waiting about thoſe 
houſes to which it was moſt likely he 
would go. Late on Tueſday evening, Au- 
guſt the 3d, juſt as he had arrived at the 
door of a relation's houſe, he was ſeized. 
He was taken that night to the Bank foli- 
citor's houſe. The next day about noon, 
accompanied by the ſolicitor, he went to 
the Bank, and was examined before the 
court of directors, aſſiſted by a Bow-ſtreet 
magiſtrate. From the Bank he was taken 
to the office in Bow-ſtreet, where he under- 
went another examination, and was fully 
committed to New Priſon, Clerkenwell, in 
order to take his trial, at the next enſuing 
ſeſſions in the Old Bailey, for forgery. 

From the day when he left London, till 
after his commitment, his mind was in a 
moſt dreadful ſtate. He looked upon him- 


| ſelf as a being whoſe fins had hurried him 


beyond the reach of divine mercy ; and 


was in continual terror, expecting every 


hour to be plunged: into the loweſt depths 
of hell, On. A Auguſt 5th, Mrs. 


. Fonton 
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Fonton and a relation went to ſee him. 
Mrs. F. endeavoured to compoſe his mind, 
by talking and reading to him ; but he 
was in ſuch a ſtate of diſtraction, that he 
could not liſten to any thing which ſhe 
ſaid. He told her, that he knew his por- 
tion was with the damned. After Mrs. 
F's departure, he tried all he could to pre- 
vail upon his relation, who had accompa- 
nied her to the priſon, to procure ſome 


poiſon for him. His relation reaſoned 


much with him on the greatneſs of the 
crime of ſelf murder, and when he found 
he could make no impreſſion, he de- 
fired him to ſtay till the next day, ſecretly 


hoping that by then he would be in a 


better frame. Mr. F. replied, I ſhall be in 
hell before that time. What more particular 


view he at this time had of himſelf as a 


ſinner does not appear. His mind was full 
of confuſion and horror. He ſeemed to be 
fluttering over the awful gulf of perdition, 
and unable to find any ſolid ground whereon 
to reſt. He lay down that night in expec- 
tation of awaking in endleſs miſery. But 

T2 finding 
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finding himſelf the next morning ſtill in 
the land 'of the living, it gave him a faint 
glimmering hope. The tears then guſhed 
from his eyes in ſuch abundance, that his 
pillow was wet through; and he was ena- 
bled in a trembling manner to cry to God 
for mercy. He confeſſed his guilt to be 


. ſuch as deſerved everlaſting puniſhment, 


and bitterly lamented that he had by his 
crimes given great occaſion to the enemies 
of religion to blaſpheme the name of Chriſt. 


When ſinners find a heart to pray, they 


are ſure to find ſooner or later, that God 
has an ear to hear. This was the caſe 
with poor Mr. F. When he was brought 
to ſee and own his exceſſive vileneſs before 
God, ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture were 
brought to his recollection, which gave 


him encouragement. This paſlage Iſaiah, 


i. 18, Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
{hall be as white as ſnow, and this, Micah, 
vii. 19, Thou wilt caſt all their fins into 
the depth of the ſea, were ſo forcibly im- 
preſſed upon his mind, that he was loſt in 
a tranſport af facred pleaſure. Indeed the 

| mercy 
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mercy expreſſed in thoſe words appeared at 
firſt ſo great, that he cried, Surely this 
cannot be for me! But his confidence 
was ſtrengthened; and the moſt lively 
and fervent gratitude was kindled in his 


breaſt, and flowed ſweetly from his lips. 


The next time he ſaw his family he told 
them with rapture what a change he expe- 
rienced in his feelings. He took up the 
word of God, and found he could then 
read feelingly, and tell them with fluency 
of expreſſion, what tender compaſſion the 
bleſſed Saviour had manifeſted to him and 
other poor backſliders. He then found 
much conſolation in that promiſe, Hoſea, 


xiv. 4, I will heal their backſliding, I 


will love them freely. On the firſt Lord's 
day after his commitment, he ſpent ſome 
time with part of his family, in prayer 
and reading the ſcriptures. At this time 
he was in a heavenly frame of mind. His 
heart was full, ſo that he was repeatedly 
obliged to ſtop, and his tears ran down in 
a torrent of penitential joy. 

While he was in New Priſon, a variety 
of perſons whom he had injured called 


upon 
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upon him. At the ſight of them he was 
filled with confuſion, and was ready to 
fink down with ſhame. But he was en- 
abled to lay his burden at the footſtool of 
ſovereign mercy, and to aſk for that ſup- 
port which he knew and confeſſed he did 
not deſerve. While he was thus pleading 


with his heavenly father, this ſentence 


flowed into his mind, as he ſaid, with 
peculiar ſweetneſs, Ifaiah, xliii. 2, When 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be 
with thee, and through the rivers, they 
ſhall not overflow thee : when thou walk+ 


eſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be 


burnt ; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
thee. After this ſcarcely a day paſſed, in 
which he did not receive freſh conſolation 
from ſome portion or other of the facred 
writings. ot f | 
As the day of trial approached, know- 
mg that he was juſtly charged with the 
crimes for which he was to be. arraigned at 
the bar, it was his intention to plead guil- 
ty. But in this he was over-ruled by ſome 
of his friends: and therefore put himſelf 
upon 
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upon | his trial. But he was diſſatisfied 
with himſelf afterwards on this account. 
Our courts of juſtice, through a ſort of 
tenderneſs to the priſoners who come be- 
fore them, will ſcarcely ſuffer a culprit to 
plead guilty. But Mr. F. was of opinion 
that the man who is conſcious of his guilt, 
ought to acknowledge that guilt at once. 
Before his trial came on he was not with- 
out hope that he ſhould then enjoy pecu- 
liar ſupport from God; and in this hope 
he was not diſappointed. During the time 
of his trial he felt a ſecret pleaſure in 
the idea that the Supreme Judge of all 
the earth had granted him a free pardon. 
His countenance was remarkably ſerene. 
But thoſe who were unacquainted with his 
frame, miſtook that ſerenity for the ſign 
of an unfeeling heart. Indeed it was not 
without reaſon that the billows. of popular 
prejudice beat againſt him: but infinite 
mercy had ſet his feet upon a rock. When 


he went out of the court after his convic- 


tion, ſome of his fellow priſoners ſeeing. 


him ſo chearful, aſked him whether he 


Was 
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was acquitted. He replied, No; but I 
ſhall ſoon. He meant that when he ſhould 
appear before God, he ſhould not be con- 
demned. ; 

His confinement aer his trial was very 
different from what it had been before. 
He was now for the much greater part of 
the day, ſhut up in a ſmall dark dungeon. 
but miſerable as was his ſituation, he 
found his cell a palace, becauſe he there 


enjoyed the compaſſionate ſmiles of his 


Redeemer. He ſaid that in that place God 


had put gladneſs into his heart, more than 


in the time when corn, and wine and oil 
had increaſed. To his numerous friends who 
viſited him after his condemnation, he ge- 
nerally ſpoke of himſelf in terms of the 
deepeſt ſelf abaſement; and yet expreſſed 
the ſtrongeſt confidence that in a little time 


he ſhould experience the full accompliſh- 


ment of all the divine promiſes. He uſed 
to admire that ſovereign grace which had 
plucked ſo vile a ſinner from the jaws of 
hell, and had given him a hope full of im- 
mortality and ops He often mentioned one 

portion 
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portion of ſcripture, from which be ATM 
ed to derive perpetual encouragement. It 
was Iſaiah lvii, 17, 18, 19, For the ini- 
quity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and 


ſmote him: I hid me and was wroth, and 


he went on frowardly in the way of his 
| heart. I have ſeen his ways, and will heal 


him: I will lead him alſo, and reſtore 


comforts unto him, and to his mourners. 
I create the fruit of the lips : peace, peace 
to him that is far off, and to him that is 
near, faith he "ok and I will heal 


him. 


Enjoying ſuch a aA of din he 


could not hide within his own breaſt, the 
mercy which had been ſhewn him. He 


longed for his poor brother ſufferers to feel 


what he felt. He uſed frequently to tell 
them of the pardoning love of Chriſt, and 
of his willingneſs to ſave even the moſt 
wretched and guilty. Some of them would 
at times weep, and expreſs their earneſt 
deſire to hear and to know more of the 
compaſſionate Saviour. And there is rea- 
ſon to believe that Mr. F's converſation 
with them was not altogether in vain. 


He 
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| He had for ſome weeks had a deſite to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt ;.. and Was 


in ſome meaſure anxious to know the; time 


of his departure. At length, on Wedneſ- 
day evening, November 157th, the report 
Was brought to him, that he was to die on 
the Wedneſday following. When he heard 
the meſſengers of death approaching, know» 
ing their  bufineſs, he felt a momentary. 
ſhock ; but was enabled to receive them as 
perſons bringing good news from a diſtant 
country, And from this time to the morn- 
ing of his death, his eternal proſpects 
ſeemed. to grow every day, clearer and 
brighter; and his converſation Was truly 
edifying to many. ini cri 
On the Sunday before his * he went 
to the chapel, to hear the condemned ſer- 
mon. And, notwithſtanding the ; diſorder 
which, owing, to exceſſive crowding, pre+ 
vailed, at the beginning of the ſervice, in 
the , congregation, he was compoſed, and 
ing day, the hours during which he was 
permittal to ſee company, were princjpally 
| ſpent 
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ſpent in taking leave of many of his friends. 
Tueſday exhibited an affecting ſcene. His 
family and friends wept around him, while 
he adminiſtered relief to their wounded: feel - 
ings, by reminding them of the happy 


meeting which he hoped they would en· 


joy together in heaven. After he had diſ- 
miſſed his other friends, he ſpent ſome 
time in eonverſation with Mrs. Fonton 
alone. Then, with humble reſignation to 
God, they took their laſt farewell of each 
other; and he retired to his lonely cell to 

* for his approaching fate. 
In the night, being benumbed with cold; 
ks lay down about two or three hours, to 
warm himſelf : but, excepting a few mo- 
ments, his mind was, through the whole 
night, intenſely fixed upon divine things. 
And when the bellman came to remind 
him, that he was going to die, he received 
him without any emotions of fear. He 
rather looked on him as a kind monitor. 
On Wedneſday morning, after he and his 
fellow ſufferers had ſpent ſome time by 
themſelves, in ſinging, he was met in the 
G 2 cChapel 
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chapel by one of his friends, and the mi- 
niſter who had preached the condemned 
ſermon. They enquired into the ſtate of 
his mind. He informed them that nature 
felt a ſhock at parting with friends, and 
going out- of the world in ſuch a manner. 


1 But, ſaid he, nature will ſhrink from diſ- 
x ſolution, in any form. I thank God, that. 
| WY my hope is unſhaken. As a poor guilty 
* Creature, I rely on Jeſus Chriſt, for pardon 
h aand ſtrength : and bleſſed be his name, I 
4 


find that he' does ſupport me. When the 
ſervice of the chapel, was finiſhed, a ſolemn 
compoſure was apparent in his countenance 
| and converſation. - - ir | 
| At about a quarter paſt eight o'clock, 
he made his appearance on the- ſcaffold, and 
was followed by Mr. Tyler, another con- 
vict. Three coiners, who ſuffered with 
them, were then brought to the ſcaffold; 
on a ſledge. When the areadful ſolemnity 
of fixing the halters was ended, they all 
engaged in prayer and finging ; and were 
aſſiſted im this exerciſe by the Rev. Meſſ. 
Villette & Love, and by one of Mr. F's 


friends, 
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W During the whole time, Mr. F's 
mind ſeemed to be remarkably abſtracted 
from all external objects, and. to centre in 
that gracious Being, who alone could ſup- 
port him in that trying ſituation. At a 
little after nine, prayer being finiſhed, he 
ſaid, that the Lord Jeſus was then his only 
dependance, and. that he found him to, be 
his ſupport, The miniſters who had aſ- 
ſiſted on this melancholy occaſion, then re- 
tired from the ſcaffold; and in a few mo- 
ments the convicts were launched into 
eternity. 

Thus died a man, whoſe affences 3 
provoked much deſerved cenſure, and whoſe 
repentance has excited much generous com- 
paſſion. The impreſſions * the peru- 
ſal of theſe memoirs will make upon the 

minds of the readers, will be as various, no 

doubt, as their different prepoſſeſſions and 
views. Mr. F's, it muſt be granted, was 
an extraordinary caſe. It therefore became 
the narrator ſimply to ſtate facts as they 
occurred; and to leave every one at liberty 


to make his own. remarks. Let it ſuffice 
here 
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| here to ſay, that Mr. F. was viſited by 2 
number of reſpectable miniſters, and other 


perſons, of different ſentiments and deno- 
minations : And whatever views they might 
before have had, of what ought to be the 
feelings of a man in ſuch a ſituation, they 
were then perſuaded that his repentance 
was real, and his comforts well grounded. 
And they could not but unite in faying, 
This is the Lord's W ang.4 it is mar- 
vellous n dur e he hne 1459 fre 


The following Verſes (from Dr. WArrs's 


51ſt Pſalm) were ſung in the Chapel on 


the Morning of Execution. 


O thou that hear'ſt when ſinners cry, 
Tho' all my crimes before thee lie; 
Behold them not with angry look, 

But blot their mem'ry from thy book. 


Create my nature pure within, 
And form my ſoul averſe to ſin: 

Let thy good ſpirit ne'er depart, 
Nor hide thy preſence from my heart. 


I cannot live without thy light, 
Caſt out and baniſh'd from. thy ſight : 
Thy holy joys, my God reſtore, 
And guard me that I fall no more. 


Tho' I have griev'd thy ſpirit, Lord, 
His help and comfort ſtill afford: 
And let a wretch come near thy throne, 
'To plead the merits of thy Son. 


A broken heart, my God, my King, 
Is all the ſacrifice I bring: 
The God of grace will ne er deſpiſe 
A broken heart for ſacrifice. 


My ſoul lies humbled in the duſt, 
And owns thy dreadful ſentence juſt 
Look down, O Lord, with pitying eye, 
And fave the ſoul condemn'd to die. 
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